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From the Chairman 

Can you remember when you were a child, the 
torment of having to wait a whole 24 hours for a 
Christmas or birthday gift? Now the years pass 
like months, the months like weeks, the weeks 
like days, the days like hours and here I am 
again writing the Christmas letter. 

Our last lecture was excellent on two counts. 
First, Afandi delivered a most interesting talk and 
our Secretary has done a great job in writing it 
up. Second there was a significant increase in 
the student attendees which is great to see and 
we are making great efforts to ensure that this 
continues. 

I received an uplifting email from one of the 
winners if this year's John Cunningham and John 
Houlder scholarships. Both Morgan brothers, 
James and Alexander, have been accepted to 
commence formal commercial pilot training. 
James has already started in Jerez and, at the 
time of writing, Alexander has still to choose 
between Spain or Oxford. We wish them well in 
their training. 

Merry Christmas to you all and come early to the 
next lecture to claim your free drink and mince 
pies. The accomplished author and journalist, 
Paul Beaver, will tell us about the WW2 secret 
Mosquito missions - a Hatfield topic if ever there 
was one! 

Maurice James 

 

 

When Things Go Wrong  
by Afandi Darlington (AAIB) 

The November lecture was given by Afandi 
Darlington, a Senior Inspector (Engineering) at 
the Air Accident Investigation Branch (AAIB).  

Afandi graduated from Imperial College with a 
first in Aeronautical Engineering before working 
for Airbus on wing design of the A340 and A380. 
He has a PPL and flies gliders in competitions 
around the world. 

Afandi started off by stating that the aim of the 
AAIB is to ‘determine the circumstances and 
causes of accidents to preserve life and to avoid 
accidents in the future. It is not to apportion 
blame or liability.’ The AAIB and its predecessors 
have been around for over 100 years. In 1915 
the Royal Flying Corps set up an accident 
investigation team as it was losing more aircraft 
in accidents than to enemy action. 

The AAIB have 50-55 staff, of which 32 are 
inspectors. There are three types of inspectors: 
operations, engineering and flight recorder. 
Operations inspectors inspect the operational 
aspects of an incident. To ensure that they 
remain up to date, they are all pilots with an 
ATPL and fly for 2-3 days each month with an 
airline. Engineering inspectors attend the 
accident scene to record and recover wreckage. 
They investigate the aircraft and its maintenance 
records. Flight recorder inspectors recover and 
analyse data from the flight data recorder, cockpit 

DECEMBER LECTURE 
"Secret Operations of the Wooden Wonder" 

by Paul Beaver 

14th December 2016 
Lindop Building, Herts Uni, AL10 9AB 

Coffee/Tea/Wine/Mince pies from 6:30pm 

 
 



 

  DECEMBER 2016 

voice recorder, avionics, CCTV, as well as any 
phones, tablets, laptops and cameras that may 
be found in the wreckage. Their expertise is such 
that they are often called upon to help 
investigations by overseas authorities. 

The AAIB has a small number of inspectors that 
are ready to deploy anywhere in the world at one 
hour’s notice. However, for a major public 
transport incident in the UK, all inspectors can be 
called upon. Minor accidents to GA aircraft are 
dealt with by correspondence, with the pilot 
submitting a report to be reviewed by an 
inspector. For fatal GA accidents, one operations 
inspector and one engineering inspector will be 
deployed to conduct a field investigation. For 
public transport accidents or serious incidents, a 
field investigation team consisting of one of each 
type of inspector will deploy. For major public 
transport accidents, a much larger team of 
inspectors and support staff will travel. 

When the inspectors reach the accident scene 
the first thing they do is to conduct what they call 
the four corners test - checking whether all of the 
aircraft is at the scene and whether any is 
missing. After this they will put their hands in their 
pockets and walk around for 10 minutes taking in 
the scene and looking at the obvious indicators: 
was the landing gear up or down? what position 
were the flaps in? 

When the investigation is complete the interim 
report is given to any affected parties, such as 
the families of any victims. They are then free to 
make comments which, if applicable, will be 
incorporated into the final report. 

Afandi gave the example of a Super King Air 
B200 which crashed after take-off from 
Stapleford in Essex. The impact with the terrain 
was at high speed and the site smelled strongly 
of unburned fuel. He was able to take 
measurements from a tree line that the aircraft 
crashed through and determined that the aircraft 
impacted the ground in a 12° right wing low 
attitude. The captain’s primary attitude indicator 
was found in the wreckage and stripped down to 
ensure that it had been working. The attitude 
indicator arrow was stuck in the 12° right wing 
low attitude. By forensic examination of the tape 
in the indicator and analysing holes made by 
fragments created in the crash, it was determined 

that the attitude indicator had been working 
during throughout the flight. This took six weeks 
of work and required travelling to the USA but 
comprised just two lines in the final report, stating 
that the attitude indicator was investigated and 
found to be working correctly.  

Mike Ramsden, our President, thanked Afandi for 
a most interesting lecture and stated how 
pleased he was to recognise that the AAIB 
remains fiercely independent and resists all 
political and industry influence. 

Afandi was presented with a certificate of thanks 
for his inspiring talk. 

 

                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Committee 
President: Mike Ramsden 
Chairman:  Maurice James 
Secretary:  Stephen Kingham 
Treasurer: Steve Rogers 
Editor: Linda Smith 
Members: Peter Elliot 
 Alan Jenkins 
 Stan Kimm 
 Dave Philpott  
Students: Jacob Morewood 
 Craig Saunders 
Contact: Peter Elliott 07910 801 414     
 pjv.elliott@ntlworld.com 

LOCAL MEMBERSHIP 
To become a local Branch member:- 

1. Email:  Craig Saunders on:-
<craigsaunders777@icloud.com> 

2. Send him: 

 Full Name& address 

 Mobile or other tel. no.  

 State whether Main Society member. 
3. If you do not have an email address 

then fill in the form which will be 
available at all lectures. 

 

Future lecture dates: 
DECEMBER 14th  Lindop Building   
JANUARY 18th Lindop Building 
FEBRUARY 15th Lindop Building 
MARCH 15th Lindop Building  
APRIL 26th Weston Auditorium 
MAY 17th Lindop Building  
DETAILS ON: <www.aerosociety.com> 

KING AIR B200 

Possible visit venues: 
 Stow Maries WW1 Airfield, Essex. 

 Stapleford Commercial Simulator. 

 Full motion Simulator. 

 Farnborough Air Sciences Trust 

LET US KNOW YOUR PREFERENCES! 


